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ABSTRACT 

The elective, Quinmester course of study for grades 7 
through 9 presents a survey on Chinese cultural history, cultural 
development, and culture as it is now in contemporary China. Emphasis 
is cn comparing and contrasting traditional attitudes, values, and 
the total culture with the new culture since the Communist Revolution 
of 1948 in an attempt to help students perceive insight into current 
political, social, and economic priorities. The course is outlined in 
three parts: 1) traditional and modern social institutions are 
contrasted and China's differing relationships with other countries 
is explored; 2) China in transition is portrayed with emphasis upon 
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of Chiang Kai-Shek, and the Communist take over; and, 3) the 
Communist system is examined with analyses of the Communist party, 
changed patterns of life under Communism, and international 
relations* determination factors. A materials section of the guide 
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Ewing, Ethel. Our Widening World. Chicago s Rank McNally, 1961. 

Floyd, David. Mao Against Khrushchev. A Short History of the Sino-Soviet Conflict . Fraeger Paper- 
backs, New Yorks Praeger, 1963. 
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SELECTED READINGS ON CHINA 



These materials were developed by the 
Project Social Studies Curriculum Center 
of the University of Minnesota under a 
special grant from the United States 
Office of Education (Project HS-045). 



STATEMENTS NY MAO AND OTHER CHINESE LEADERS 
AIJOUT ATOMIC WAR'S IMPLICATIONS FOR CHINA 



General Lo: 

Though a nuclear war would "cause sacrifice and destruction, it will 
also educate the people." 

Mao Tse-tung in statement to Khrushchev in 1963. 

"Can one guess how great will be the toll of human casualties in 
a future war? Possibly it would be a third of the 2.5 billion inhabi- 
tants of the entire world. .. 

"Personally, I think that in the entire world half of humanity, 
and perhaps even more than half, will perish. 

"If half of humanity were destroyed, the other half would still 
remain, but imperialism would be destroyed entirely and there would be 
only socialism in all the world, and within half a century or a whole 
century the population would again increase by more than half." 

Mao Tse-tung to visiting Yugoslavs in 1957. 

"We aren't afraid of atomic bombs. What if they killed even 300 mil- 
lion? We would still have plenty more— China would be the last coun- 
try to die." 



STATEMENTS BY McNAMARA ON CHINESE NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS 



Oct., 1964 after first Chinese nuclear explosion: 

'This explosion did not offer a military threat. It would be "many 
years" before the Chinese would "obtain the capability to inflict 
nuclear damage on this country or our allies." 

March, 1966 

China "probably has the capability to develop a medium range ballistic 
missile." Also China "will probably attempt to develop a thermonuclear 
device as soon as possible." 

McNamara predicted that it would take only two or three years for China 
to develop the means of using nuclear weapons to attack countries 700 
miles away. China was moving much faster than the U.S. expected at the 
time of the first Chinese nuclear explosion. 
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CHINA IN 1342 



Ibn Battuta 



(This description was written by a world traveller who was born into a 
Berber family of Tangier. He visited all Moslem countries of his day. 

This meant that he travelled some 75,000 miles. WHY WOULD THIS HAVE BEEN 
DIFFICULT IN 13427 Battuta's visit to China in 1342 was made as head of 
a delegation from India. He travelled from the port of Zatum in northern 
China to Peking, and back to the port). 

The land of China is of vast extent, and abounding in produce, fruits, 
grains, gold and silver. In this rec'n^ct there is no country in the world 
that can rival it. In the land of China there is abundant sugar-cane, 
equal, nay superior, in quality to that of Egypt, as well as grapes and 
plums. I used to think that the... plums of Damscus had no equal, until I 
8 aw the plums in China. It has wonderful melons too... All the fruits 
which we have in our country are to be found there, either much the same 
or better quality. Wheat is very abundant in China, indeed better wheat 
I have never seen, and the same may be said for this lentils and chick-peas. 

The Chinese pottery. •• .is made of the soil' of some mountains in that dis- 
trict which take fire like charcoal. They mix this with some stones which 
they have, burn the whole for three days, then pour water over it. This 
gives a kind of clay which they cause to ferment. The best quality. •• (is) 
clay that has fermented for a complete month, but no more, the poorer qual- 
ity that has fermented for ten days. The price of this procelain there is 
the same as, or even less than, that of ordinary pottery in our country. 

It is exported to India and other countries, even reaching as far as our 
own lands in the West, and it is the finest of all makes of pottery. 

The Chinese infidels eat the flesh of wine and dogs, and sell it in their 
markets. They are wealthy folk and well-to-do, but they make do display 
either in their food or their clothes. You will see one of their principal 
merchants, a man so rich that his wealth cannot be counted, wearing a coarse 
cotton tunic. But there is one thing that the Chinese take pride in, that 
is gold and silver plate. Every one of them carries a stick, on which they 
lean in walking, and which they call "the third leg." Silk is very plenti- 
ful among them, because the silk-worm attaches itself to fruits and feeds on 
them without requiring much care. For that reason it is so common to be 
worn by even the very poorest there. Were it not for the merchants it would 
have no value at all, for a single piece of cotton cloth is sold in their 
country for the price of many pieces of silk. It is customary amongst them 
for a merchant to cant what gold and silver he has into ingots, such weigh- 
ing a hundred-weight or more or less, and to put those ingots above the door 
of his house. 

The Chinese are of all peoples the most skillful in the arts and possessed 
of the greatest mastery of them. In regard to portraiture there is none, 
whether Greek or any other, who can match them in precision. I myself saw 



an extraordinary example of this gift of theirs. I never returned to any 
of their cities niter 1 had visited it a first time without finding my 
portrait and the portraits of my companions drawn on the walls and on 
sheets of paper exhibited in the bazaars. When I visited the sultan's 
city, I passed with my companions through the painters' bazaar on my way to 
the sultan's palace. We were dressed after the Iraqui fashion. On return- 
ing from the palace in the evening, I passed through the same bazaar, and 
saw my portrait and those of my companions drawn on a sheet eff paper which 
they had affixed to the wall... the likeness was perfect in every respect. 

I was told that the sultan had ordered them to do this, and that they had 
come to the palace while we were there and had been observing us and drawing 
our portraits without our noticing it. This is a custom of theirs, I mean 
making portraits of all who pass through their country. In fact they have 
brought this to such perfection that if a stranger commits any offence that 
obliges him to flee from China, they his portrait far and wide. A 

search is then made for him and wheresoever the person bearing a resemblance 
to that portrait is found he is arrested. 

...we reached the city of Khansa (Hang-chow), which is the biggest city I 
have ever seen on the face of the earth. It is so long that it takes 
three days to... (cross) in the ordinary routine of marches and halts. It 
is built after the Chinese fashion, each person having his own house and 
garden. It is divided into six cities. 



CHINA IN 1694: POPULATION AND TRANSPORTATION 



By Dionysius Kao 



Dionysius Kao was Chinese* He was converted to 
Christianity. In 1694 he wrote A Short Descrip- . 
tion of the Empire of China * This reading is 
taken from his account* 



In the Villages and Towns, as well as Cities, in China, the People are 
reckoned not by Ten or Hundred Thousands but by Millions: their Numbers 

are so vast... that it really seems incredible; and those who have taken 
a View of this Country from an exalted Place, have always compar'd the 
Number of Men to that of Ants creeping in crowds amongst one another. 

They are indeed so numerous, that common and very indifferent Houses are 
charged with five or six Families: And the Roads, Streets and Lanes, are 

so crowded, that it is scarce possible to pass without Justling one anoth- 
er. Which will appear yet more suprizing, if it may be consider'd, that 
no Woman appears in the Publick Passages in any part of China, except at 
Peking : they not going on foot, but being carried in cover'd seats or 
Chairs, wherever they please. 

In China the quantity of Ships is innumerable, as the Sand of the See: 

Those which carry Corn only to Peking amounting to 9,999 large Ships, suf- 
ficient to carry alive thirty or forty thousand weight: and their passage 

from Nanking to Peking, being seven or eight hundred (Italian) Miles, 
mostly through Artificial Channels, takes up full six Months time. Besides 
these there is an equal number of Ships made use of to carry Silk Stuffs, 
and other Goods thither; so that they are... (very) numerous, besides the 
Ships which belong to particular Merchants: So that it is not feasible to 

step from Ship to Ship, as on a Water-Key, from Nanking to Peking but as 
the Jesuits expressing their incredible Number say, if it were but practi- 
cable here are Ships enough to make a Bridge from China to Europe. 

Besides these smaller Ships, there are at Nanking, and also at several 
other Havens of the Empire, Ships which are twice as large as these, being 
seventy or eighty Thousand weight burthen; and these serve to carry Salt 
throughout the whole Land. There are also abundance of magnificent Barks 
or Ships which belong to the Mandarvns. Governors, and others of the 
Noblcss. which are provided with spacious Halls and Apartments, very richly 
furnished, as also with Galleries, Rails, Windows and Doors, for Convenience 
and Pleasure; they are besides finely Gilt, lacquered and beautifully 
painted with the finest Colours. They are likewise several Pleasure-Boats, 
made use of by the Chinese only for diversion, and mutual merry-making; 
these are also provided with Chambers and Apartments which are finely 
painted, lacquered and gilt both within and without; so that indeed they 
deserve rather to be called Floating Houses than Ships: Besides all which 

all parts are abundantly provided with all sorts of Barks or Boats for 
Travellers. For there is scarce a City, whether large or small, to which 
there is not a Passage by Water. And what is yet more, here are a sort of 
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driving Floats, on which whole Families live, by keeping Ducks, or follow- 
ing some other Trade: so that indeed when one sees such various sorts of 

Craft in one row, they seem like nothing more than a floating City, in 
which the Vessels run together like Ants. 
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FUNISHMENI IN CHINA IN LATH 1840's 



By John Scarth 



(John Scarth was an Englishman who 
lived in China from 1847 to 1849. 
Since he was a businessman, he trav- 
elled a good deal around the country. 
He frequently disguised himself as a 
Chinese so that he could talk more 
freely with the Chinese people). 



Justice is depicted blind, but in Chiua , the bandage that darkens the 
eyes should cover the ears also. The horrors of a Chinese prison are 
so great that prisoners, deeming death an escape, go with apparent 
contentment to the place of execution. In Shanghai, I have seen them 
crammed like wild beasts in a cage, rolling about in the midst of filth 
and disease, begging for food. In the depth of winter, prisoners are 
chained to each other in strings, one of them not unfrequently hanging 
dead to his comrades. Once a party of pirates were seized and landed 
near the foreign houses; there had been a deficiency of chains, so the 
poor wretches were joined together with a large nail clenched through 
the hand of each! At Foochow, I met a prisoner whom they were carrying 
into the city, in a cage barely large enough to contain his body, cramped 
up in a sitting posture; two of the bars at the top had been cut to allow 
his head to pass through, every jostle or stop in the movement of his 
bearers causing his neck or face to be dashed against the broken bars. 

Xt is in the recollection of Canton residents, when four men were placed 
in the cangue with a guard around them, and publicly starved to death in 
the open streets! 

The tortures for confession are to revolting to enumerate, and many of 
the punishments are worse, — dismembering, emasculation, flogging in 
all its horrible varitles, kneeling on hot chains, etc., etc., form but 
a mild portion; the most frequent is bamboo ing on the inside of the 
thighs, and exposure in the cangue . 

The people sometimes ape the cruelties of their rulers. I remember an 
instance of the creditors of a man hanging him up by his great toe to 
extract payment; and I once cut down a poor wretch I discovered with his 
hands tied behind his back, and hung up by his thumbs. He had been in 
this state for six hours, could hardly get his arms back to v their usual 
position, and his hands were purple, the fingers es thick as wrists: he 

had only been suspected of going to steal! 
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CHINESE ATTITUDES TOWARD FOREIGNERS 



IN 1873 
By Wu K'o-Tu 

i 



(Wu K*o-Tu was an official during the 
rule of the Dowager Empress of Tzu Hsi. 
He wrote the following memorandum in 
1873). 



A secret memorandum urging the throne to put a stop to official wran - 
gling and to excuse the Ministers of foreign nations from knceline at 
audiences, in order that our magnanimity may be pi*oved and our prestige 
exalted. A praver. based. moreover, on the fact that our demands in 
this matter cannot be successfully pressed and that protracted discus - 
Sion has so far resulted in a hopeless deadlock. 



From the day when first the foreign Ministers asked to be permitted to 
present their credentials, nearly six months ago, our statemen have dis- 
cussed the question, without arriving at any solution of its difficulties. 
First, they debated whether the Ministers should be granted audience at 
all, and having agreed upon this, they proceeded to discuss whether they 
should be compelled to kneel. 

In discussing this matter with certain minor officials, it has occurred 
to me to wonder wherein lies the gravity of the question sufficient to 
Justify all this bother and excitement? As Mencius remarks, "Why should 
the Superior Man engage in altercations with birds and beasts?" 

I have heard, and believe, that the rulers of foreign nations are de- 
posed by their subjects for all the world like pawns on a chess board. 

I have seen with my own eyes the foreigners who live in Peking walking 
abroad, preceded by the females of f.heir household either on foot or in 
sedan chairs; the men folk following meekly in their rear, like servants-- 
all unashamed. They have made some score of treaties with China, contain- 
ing at least ten thousand written characters. Is there a word in any of 
them concerning reverence for parents, or the cultivation of virtue and 
respect for the nine canons of rightful conduct? No! Is there one word 
in any of them as to the observance of ceremony, as to duty, integrity and 
a proper sense of shame, the four cardinal principles of our nation? Again, 
no! All that they speak of is material profit. "Such and such a clause 
Implies benefits or profits for China." They think only of profit, and 
with . • • hope of profit they beguile the Chinese people. These men know 
not even the meaning of duty and ceremony, wisdom and good faith, yet we 
... expect them to act as if they were endowed with the four cardinal 
virtues! They know not the meaning of the Heaven-ordained relationship 
between Sovereign and Minister, between father and son, husband and wife, 
elder and younger brother, friend and friend — yet we propose to require 



them to conform to the five principles of duty! It seems to me that we 
might as well bring together dogs and horses, goats and pigs, in a public 
hall and compel these creatures to perform the evolutions of the dance! 

If we insist upon their reverently kneeling, in what manner will it in- 
crease the lustre of the throne's prestige? If we excuse them from kneel- 
ing, how can this possibly affect the soverign's majesty? 

I have heard that, in their despatches and treaties, the puny hobgoblin 
or petty monsters whom they have the audacity to call "Emperors" are 
placed on a level of equality with His Sacred Majesty! If our statesmen 
can brook an outrage like this and feel no shame, why should they trouble 
themselves about the foreign Envoys' refusal to kneel? 

A disciple of Confucius once asked the 5age in what lay the art of govern- 
ment? The Master replied that the three first requisites were, a sufficiency 
of food, a sufficiency of troops and the confidence of the people. The 
disciple then asked which of these three could be dispensed with, in case 
of urgent necessity? Confucius replied, "Dispense first with the troops 
and next with the food supply." From this we may learn that the Sage, aim- 
ing at perfection in the art of government, would approve no rash or ill- 
considered action in deciding a matter of this kind. A clear course of 
action should be definitely prearranged by careful thought. Our statesmen 
ought, in the first instance, to have examined this Audience question in 
all its bearings, weighing carefully the issues involved, and should have 
considered whether, in view of the relative strength of China and foreign 
nations, resistance was advisable. If China were not well aware of her own 
weakness, she would insist upon her rights; but as, in the present instance, 
she does not feel strong enought to insist, the Ministers should have been 
told at once that the throne would waive the question of kneeling at audi- 
ence, and that His Majesty would dispense in their case with the formalities 
and ceremonies required by the etiquette of the Chinese court. By so doing 
we should have avoided the outward and visible ... (sign) of weakness, and 
foreigners would have been led to ... (see) how small is the importance we 
attach to them as individuals. Would not this be an example of enlighten- 
ment and statesmenship to impress the Chinese and barbarians alike? 

The foreign Ministers are not Chinese subjects; why, then, should they con- 
form to a Chinese ceremony? If they were to do so, and if the ceremonial 
were slovenly or awkwardly performed , might it not become a burlesque? And 
if the Foreign Ministers were thus made to look ridiculous, would not China 
be violating the principle which lays down that we must "treat strangers 
from afar with courtesy and consideration?" It it should happen — as well 
it might be -- that the spectators should be unable to control their mirth 
at so ridiculous a spectacle, might not the humiliation felt by the for- 
eigners at their discomforture, and they consequent rage, lead them to de- 
clare war against China? It seems, therefore, advisable that the Throne 
should issue a Decree excusing the Envoys from performing the ceremonies 
of our Court, and, in the event of their ignorantly offending against any 
of the rules of etiquette, that we should exercise a wise forbearance* Our 
statesmen should refrain from querulous arguments ; they should bear in mind 
that to dispute with these foreigners is unworthy of us. In this they will 
display the perfection of magnanimity. At the same time it should be care- 
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fully explained that this Decree is an act of clemency, of the Emperor's 
own initiative, and contrary to the advice of his Ministers. It must not 
serve as a precedent by reason of which foreigners may be led to demand 
other concessions from China, or to coerce her in other directions. By 
these means we shall preserve our self-respect, and at the same time pre- 
vent all possibility of our people attempting reprisals against foreigners, 
to avenge what they might regard as an insult to China. And for the rest, 
let us proceed to develop our strength, biding our time. 1 

One word only would I add of warning. It is possible that the audacious 
and treacherous foreigners may endeavour to address His Majesty at audience. 
Our statesmen should be prepared in advance with the proper reply to make 
in such a case, so that they may avoid being put to sudden confusion. 

I, the writer of this worthless Memorandum, an but an ignorant inhabitant 
of a wild and remote district, and know nothing of the affairs of State. 
Greatly daring and of rash utterance, I present this ray Memorandum, know- 
ing the while that in so doing I risk the penalty of death. 



(After reading the above memorandum, the Empress made the 
following decision: "The Foreign Ministers are hereby per- 

mitted to appear at Audience and to act thereat in accor- 
dance with their own national Court ceremonies. Thus, the 
Throne will display its benevolent indulgence to the strang- 
ers from afar and made a proper distinction between Chinesee 
and barbarians). 



TIIE 1877-1878 FAMINE IN NORTHERN CHINA 



(This report was made by a British medi- 
cal officer who was in China). 



The history of China contains many records of famines occurring that 
empire, but is has been declared by native authorities and scholars that 
no calamity of the kind had ever occurred before of such appalling magni- 
tude. At first, the lower classes of people were chiefly affected; such 
of them as were able ... (left) in search of employment or subsistence 
elsewhere; soon the wealthy and well-to-do were reduced to great straits, 
many of them ... (dieing), other quittlr;; the ... localities. Of the 
entire region over which it extended, it was estimated that seventy-five 
millions of persons suffered to a greater or lesser degree from want of 
food, ano that of this number ten millions were reduced to a state of ab- 
solute destitution. In Honan and Shansi more well-to-do families than 
poor perished by it. The poor felt the pinch very soon; they sold their 
houses, lands, etc., at a loss to the rich, and fled while they had time 
and strength; the wealthy bought up the land, houses, and furniture of 
the poor, and waited on, hoping that things would improve. In the mean- 
time their supplies became exhausted; and finally, when too ill, or im- 
poverished in regard to money, to move, they died in the midst of their 
possessions. People starved to death with plenty of excellent furniture. 

In other places, houses left vacant by former tenants who had migrated, 
remained deserted or were pulled down. Throughout the whole of Shansi, 
and the greater part of Chihli, Honan, and Shensi, the autumn crops had 
completely failed in 1877. No rain had fallen, and the sky remained cloud- 
less. Refugees to the number of a hundred thousand poured into Tientsin 
and were housed in hovels made of mud and millet-stalks, erected for the 
purpose in the suburbs of that city. In some parts of the country visited 
by the famine, migration of any class of the sufferers became impossible; 
the unfortunate people in such instances were hemmed in by such a belt of 
famine that it would have taken them weeks to penetrate it. It was there- 
fore not to be wondered at that they should have clung to their homes un- 
til their last cash was almost spent, hoping on each day for rain that 
never came; until at last, weakened by hunger and almost penniless, they 
started from their homes, perhaps with wives and children, for a weary 
tramp through district as suffering as their own. The whitened bones on 
the roadside, which were the remains of a very small portion of those who 
died, told too plainly the sequel of their efforts. 

Suicide was no uncommon thing. Children were daily sold in the markets; 
the price paid for little girls of nine and eleven years old being 900 
cash, equal to about 4s 6d (about $1.10); in other instances young women 
were offered for nothing and even on such terms the difficulty was to get 
anybody willing to take them. The parched state of the ground, and physi- 
cal weakness to which the people were reduced, rendered it impossible to 
sow the spring crop of wheat for 1878, even where the stores of grain were 
not completely exhausted;, that circumstance reduced the people to the last 
extremity of misery and despair. Wolves, rendered bold, prowled about in 
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the Immediate vicinity of human habitations, feeding upon the dead and 
carrying away famished children from the side of parents so weak as to 
be unable to defend them against, far less pursue, these animals. 

A famine village could be at once recognized. In it, all signs of in- 
dustry had stopped; everywhere in it, the silence of stupefied misery 
reigned. Starved men, craving for assistance which they did not expect; 
others dead by the roadside, and all exposed to the bitter cold of winter. 
Women, barely able to support the burden, were seen carrying their dead 
children for burial where the dust or snow was thick enough to conceal 
them. Magpies, crows, hawks, and dogs feasting undisturbed on corpses 
which no one cared to bury. Gangs of desperadoes rendered it dangerous 
for a traveller to approach the place, or having entered, to leave it. 

The few trees left standing were denuc^ci of bark, they having been 

80 that this might be utilized as food. Children lying about 
in sheltered corners, conspicuous for their enormously distended stomachs, 
the result of want of food and the use as such of unwholesome and unsuit- 
able articles; grown-up persons with a complexion almost black, or, in 
the case of those who had once been in better circumstances, a clearness 
of skin almost amounting to transparency. Houses in ruins, the woodwork 
and roof having been used as fuel; within their walls, dead and dying 
sometimes in the same bed; coffins in almost every house -- sometimes 
three or four in every room in which the survivors lived. In the streets, 
prowling dogs and wolves feeding upon the dead, and even carrying away the 
youngest and most feeble. 
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THE FOREIGN POWERS' TREATMENT OF 
CHINA AFTER THE BOXER REBELLION WAS PUT DOWN 

William J. Chamberlin 



(These reports are from the dispatches of an 
American newspaper correspondent for the New 
York Sun, He went to China in August of 1900 
and stayed until April of the next year). 




Peking, China, November 4, 1900 

or as the Chinese say, thirteenth day, 

ninth moon, 26th year. 

H. I. M. Kuang Hsu 



T . y ° ° f ® ourse * the P«pers, everybody went loot mad at Tien 

el^e Lvt T th thC rais * ionaries were a ® bad, if not worse than, anybody 
ho t J e case °5 0ne mlsslona *y« As soon as the allies arrived 7 

° f h ° USe ° f the Prince was wealthy and 
who had fled with the Court. Then he sent out and got some moneyed men 

and showed them the store of treasure he had and boldly asked for bids 

His S alWd ryth ” S J" C !! e , h0tne eXCept what h ® needed for hls own use. 
oid !i ^? 8CU !* fc f br ° 8 iC WaS that ,,his P eo P^ e " Had been robbed 
£ord« He rlght . to cora P en sate himself for their losses. In other 

Som him! Wr ° n8S * If a “ 8teals » you. you steal 



in p B n„» * isolated one * These men knew where the rich men lived 

in Peking, and the moment it was safe to do it, they descended on their 
homes and took possession, protecting themselves by sticking up a flan of 
whatever nationality they happened to belong to. A Lse wSL 5o«e than 

loot^hJ 1 !^ that -.°f 0 mlss ionary who found six soldiers digging for 

Jhfo^ of r had been burled * The y were Americans, and under 

they°were S difohnvi < * over ” ment * our could take nothing. The fact that 
<• . y were disobeying orders gave the missionary an advantage, and he 

cew h Thev left aWa J! ?? tel } ing them h ® WOuld rep ° rt them io their offi- 
• They left. Half an hour or so afterwards they got back their eour- 

Z rrr'Vf* t0 Place - Th *» 8«t there J«? in SL w fiSr 
Ind ^ ? drivin 5 off with the treasure. He had commandeered coolies 

and put them to work digging up the stuff, silks and silver. 

ha!e W ^L U ^ erStand i. the r u lchness o£ the hauls some of the missionaries 
wel? t r?« y u U the Chlnese custom, which is to keep all their 

wealth in their houses. The average rich Chinaman has his money invested 

uves s ;/s;:J; llv r ,,shoes ”» h ® it ^LHe 

ind , J* £ bh f se thln 8S is easy to carry when one is in a hurry. 

he wealthy Princes who followed the Court on its expulsion left their 
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all behind for the missionaries to get. Neither Russians or Sikhs or 
French have been worse looters than some so-called Christian mission- 
aries, and the worst of it is that these so-called Christians have no 
shame about it. You will understand, of course, that this is not a 
sweeping condemnation of all missionaries. , 

But to return to China. Practically all I have seen of it is' a pic- 
ture of destruction that it would take a volume to describe. The line 
of march of the allies was a trail of fire and murder. Up to the very 
gates of Peking nothing was left standing that would burn and nothing 
was left living that was caught sight of. If the Chinese are a cruel 
people they will probably be more cruel in the future, for they have 
the example of civilized nations to f.''l 1 ow. Those of our people who 
have denounced the heathen as inhuman had better keep silent hereafter. 

If there is anything more inhuman than driving a bayonet through a help- 
less babe and dangling it in the air in the mother's eyes I don't know 
it. It is little wonder that at Tung Chow and even here in Peking the 
wells were found full of dead women who had jumped into them and drown 
themselves in terror of the fate that would meet them if they remained 
alive. I don't suppose the story of the horror of that inarch will ever 
be more than generalized in print. 

These are pictures of the French, the Russians, and in some cases of the 
English. I haven't heard of a case of an American who killed unless it 
was necessary, and there is one case of an American who shot dead two 
English soldiers who were in the act maltreating an aged man. They were 
justified by their superior for it, too. When it comes to stealing we 
haven't so much to brag about, but we certainly didn't carry things with 
the high hand the others did, and when our men were caught .doing it they 
were punished. 

While we have been able to control our own men we haven't been able to 
prevent looting of property under their care entirely. For instance the 
Forbidden City which had been half under our care and half under the care 
of the Japenese, has been effectively looted. Everything has been carried 
away except things too heavy or things that were nailed down, and this in 
spite of the fact that no person has visited the city without ' first giving 
his pledge not to touch anything in it. When the Court fled it left prac- 
tically all its servants in the Forbidden City and they are there still. 
When I visited the place with Bishop M. they met us at every corner and 
offered tea. We had about finished the tour, gone into all the temples, 
joshed the war gods, banged the bells that in ordinary times are struck 
only to wake up the gods to get them to listen to royal prayers, and done 
other things that must have shocked the Chinese when the Bishop suddenly 
became conscience-stricken. "1 tell you, Chamberlain," he said, "I feel 
ashamed of myself for having asked for permission to go through this city. 
It seems a sacrilege to me." 

But to get back to our conduct of affairs. Our policy has been from the 
start to keep the peace, to clean up, to encourage industry and to give 
the unfortunates an opportunity to get enough to keep them from starving 



to death this winter. The first thing we did was to issue an order com- 
manding the storekeepers to open their stores. If they didn't do it, the 
order said, the soldiers would Business must be resumed. Protection 
was guaranteed. The Chinese opened up promptly. The news spread that it 
was safe to live in the American district. The Chinese who had escaped 
killing came back in droves and the district became over-crowded. It is 
jammed full of people today. Though naturally filthy, they are forced to 
be clean. They sweep the streets. Their houses are inspected and they 
must keep them clean, too. They have had to dig sinks and do everything 
else that the laws of sanitation demand. They are pleasant and respect- 
ful, and an American is as safe in that district as he is at home. It is 
tiresome walking through the streets because every man, woman, and child 
salutes you, and politeness demands that you return the salute. 

The contrast in the German district is striking. There the streets are 
deserted. The stores are closed. Now and then you see a Chinaman sulk- 
ing around, afraid to say his soul is his own. If a shopkeeper opens his 
shop, the German soldiers rob him. If he shows himself on the street, he 
is commandeered and forced to do coolie work, and, likely as not, if he 
protests he is shot and the official report is that he was a Boxer. 

The English district is better than the German, but away behind our own. 
The only district that compares with ours is that of the Japs. Like ours 
it is overcrowded but unlike ours it reeks with filth. The Japs have 
done nothing at all towards keeping it clean or rather getting it clean. 



ilk * * * 



Peking, Saturday December 15th, 1900, 
being the twenty-fourth day of the tenth 
moon of the 26th year of the reign of 
Kuang Ksu, H. I. M. 

Ninety days ago China said to the powers: "I have been wrong; I have 

committed offenses against you. I acknowledge, now, that I was wrong, 
and I am willing to do anything in my power to repair the damage. I 
will pay you whatever indemnity you demand. I will punish my officials 
who have been responsible for this trouble. I want peace. Tell me what 
you want me to do, and, if it is in my power, I will do it. I appoint Li 
Hung Chang and Prince Ching, my two most eminent and respected subjects 
to treat with you. Tell them what you want and I will do it." 

For a month before China said this, and everyday since then, the whole 
world has shouted at her, "Peace! Peace! Peace!" Now let us see what the 
representatives of the whole world have done. Have they let her have 
peace? Not by a hugful. They have sent out expeditions to kill her citi- 
zens and loot her villages. They have driven her army over the border of 



at least one province, and have left the people of that province — 
those whom they have not killed — the prey of bands of robbers and out- 
laws. They have violated every law of civilized warfare. The Geneva 
Convention formulated the rules of civilized warfare and not one article 
of that Convention has been respected — not one. Ninety days have 
passed and military expeditions are still going on. Chinamen are being 
killed. Villages are being robbed and destroyed. Bands of Christians — 
Christians, mind you -- are levying blackmail with more 'expertness than 
Tammany Hall herself ever displayed. For ninety days China has held up 
her hands, whipped. She has declared, "I've had enough," and murder and 
robbery have been the answer of civilized nations. What would you think 
of a dozen powerful men who jumped on an imbecile and beat and kicked him 
as he lay helpless, pleading for mercy? I know what I would think and I 
must say that the expression of my thoughts is unfit for publication. A 
more disgraceful spectacle surely never was seen in this worl'd history. 



SOCIAL CLASSES IN TRADITIONAL CHINA 



Adapted from John Turner , "Communist China" 



An hierarchy of social classes was clearly visible in the traditional 
society of China* At the top of the social ladder were the emperor 
and his fellow clansmen* These clansmen were known as the imperial 
nobility* 

Below the emperor and nobility were the gentry. The government admin- 
istrators and advisors were drawn fror t*h is class* 

Then came the peasants who made up the bulk of the population* They 
were respected because they contributed to the productivity of the 
country. Also they were the chief taxpayers. 

Below the peasants were the artisans and merchants. They were regarded 
with suspicion because they were not visibly productive and poured their 
energies into the search for profit through the sale and exchange of 
goods. 

At the bottom of the social scale were the soldiers who were ranked lit- 
tle higher than the castoffs of the society; Their rank reflected the 
lowly role assigned to the use of force in the Chinese culture of the 
period* 



EXCERPTS FROM THE CHINESE CONSTITUTION 



Article 8; The state protects the right of peasants to own land and 
other means of production according to law. 

The state guides and helps individual peasants to Increase production 
and encourage them to organize producers*, supply and marketing, and 
credit cooperatives voluntarily. 

The policy of the state toward rich-peasant economy is to restrict and 
gradually eliminate it. 



Article 10 : The state protects the right of capitalists to own means 

of production and other capital according to law* 

The policy of the state toward capitalist industry and commerce is to 
use, restrict, and transform them. The state makes use of the positive 
sides of capitalist industry and commerce which are beneficial to nation- 
al welfare and the people’s livelihood, restricts their negative sides 
which are not beneficial to national welfare and the people's livelihood, 
encourages and guides their transformation into various forms of state- 
capitalist economy, gradually replacing capitalist ownership with owner- 
ship by the whole people; and this it does by means of control exercised 
by administrative organs of state, the leadership given by the state 
sector of the economy, and supervision by the workers. 



Article 13s The state may, in the public Interest, buy, requisition or 
nationalize land and other means of production both in cities and country- 
side according to provisions of law. 



Article 22: The National People's Congress is the only legislative au- 

thority in the country. 



Article 19 : The People's Republic of China safeguards the people's demo- 

cratic system, protects the security and rights of its citizens, suppresses 
all kinds of treasonable and counter-revolutionary activities and punishes 
all traitors and counter revolutionaries. 

The state, in accordance with the law, deprives feudal landlords and bu- 
reaucratic - capitalists of political rights for a specified period; at 
the same time it provides them with a way to live, in order to enable 
them to reform themselves by work into citizens who earn their liveli- 
hood by their own labor, 
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Article 85 : All citizens of the People's Republic of China are equal 

before the law. 



Article 86 : All citizens of the People's Republic of China who have 

reached the age of eighteen have the right to elect and be elected ir- 
respective of nationality, race, sex, occupation, social origin, re- 
ligious belief, education, property status, and length of residence, ex- 
cept Insane persons and those who are by law deprived of their right to 
elect and be elected. Women have equal rights with men to elect and be 
elected. 



Article 87 : Citizens of the People's Republic of China have freedom of 

speech, the press, assembly, association, procession and demonstration. 
The state provides the necessary material facilities to guarantee to 
citizens the enjoyment of these freedoms. 



Article 88 : Citizens of the People's Republic of China have freedom of 

religious belief. 



Article 89 ; The freedom of the person of citizens of the People's Re- 
public is inviolable. Mo citizen may be placed under arrest except by 
decision of a court or with the sanction of a procurator. 



Article 90 : The homes of citizens of the People's Republic are inviolable 

and privacy of correspondence is protected by law. Citizens have freedom 
of residence and change of residence. 



Article 91 ; Citizens have the right to work. By planned development 
of the national economy, the state increases employment step by step, 
and wages to guarantee to citizens the enjoyment of the right. 



Article 92: Working people have the right to rest. To guarantee to 

working people the enjoyment of this right, the state prescribes work- 
ing hours and Institutes vacations for workers and office employees 
and steadily expands the material conditions for working people to rest 
and build up their health. 
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Article 93: Working people have the right to material assistance in 

old age, in illness or in disability. To guarantee to working people 
the enjoyment of this right, the state provides social Insurance, social 
relief and public health services and, step by step, expands these 
facilities. 



Article 94: Citizens have the right to education. To guarantee this 

right, the state establishes and step by step expands the various kinds 
of schools and other cultural and educational Institutions. The state 
gives special attention to the physical and mental development of youth. 



Artie le95: The Republic safeguards the freedom of citizens to engage in 

scientific research, literary and artistic creation and other cultural 
activities. The state encourages and assists citizens in their creative 
work. 



Article 96: Women in China enjoy equal rights with men in all spheres of 

political, economic, cultural, social and domestic life. The state pro- 
tects marriage, the family, the mother and child. 



Article 97: Citizens have the right to make written or oral charges to 

any organ of the state at any level against any government worker for 
transgression of law or neglect of duty. Persons who sustain loss as a 
result of infringement of their rights as citizens by government person- 
nel have the right to compensation. 



Article 98: The Republic protects the proper rights and interests of 
Chinese resident abroad. 



^ticle 99: The Republic grants asylum to any foreign national persecuted 
for supporting a just cause, for taking part in the peace movement, or for 
scientific activities. 



Article 100: Citizens must abide by the Constitution and the law, pre- 

serve labour discipline and public order and respect social ethics. 




^ E 3L * c * . e ifiL 8 public property of China is sacred and invioable. It 
is the duty of every citizen to respect and safeguard public property. 
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Article 102; It is the duty of citizens to pay taxes according to law* 



Article 103; It is the sacred duty of every citizen to defend the home- 
land. It is the honourable duty of citizens of the Republic to perform 
military service according to law* » 



GROWTH IN COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP* 



1921 


57 


1925 


950 


1930 


122,318 


1937 


40,000 


1940 


800,000 


1945 


1,211,128 


1949 


4,488,080 


1950 


5,821,604 


1955 


9,393,394 


1961 


17,000,000 



* Adapted from a table from John Wilson Lewis, 
Leadersh ip in Cotmwinlst China. (Ithaca, New 
York: Cornell University Press, 1963.) P« 111 



SOCIAL CLASS OF COMMUNIST PART MEMBERS 
IN CHINA* 

i 





1957 


Workers 


13.7* 


Peasants 


66.8* 


Intellectuals 


14.8* 


Other 


4.7* 



* Adapted from a table from John Wilson Levis, 
Leadership in Com munist China. (Ithaca, New 
Yorks Cornell University Press, 1963.) p. 111. 



